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USDA-SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE 
Athens ,  Ceorgi3 

P l a n t l n r  Cuide 

PI-310131 - 
PI-202044 (Amcorae) 

Descr ip t ion :  Rrunswickgrass is a p e r e n n i a l ,  warm-season g r a s s  wi th  
widely c r e e p i n g  rhizomes and s l e n d e r ,  s o f t ,  Jbundan t ,  erect  t o  sub- erect  
stems. The leaves are 8 t o  14 i n c h e s  l o n g  and 1 / 4  inch  i n  width. I t  
produces a dense  sod  w i t h  a b l u i s h  cast .  
h e i g h t  averages  abou t  30 inches .  

A t  m a t u r i t y ,  the seedhead 

- Use: For v e g e t a t i n g  waterways. 

Adaptation: Bruswickgrass  Is a d a p t e d  t o  t h e  Carolina-Georgia S a n d h i l l s  
(137); t h e  At lan t i c  Coast  Flatwoods (153A); and t h e  Soucnern Coas ta l  
Plan (133A) MLRAs. The n o r t h e r n  boundary t o r  Brunswickgrass p l a n t l n g s  
in Alabama and Georg ia  f o r  t h e  Sou thern  C o a s t a l  P l a i n  i s  Tuscaloosa,  
Alabama, and Macon, Georgia. Records i n d i c a t e  t h a t  f i e l d  p l a n t i n g s  
e s t a b l i s h e d  f a r t h e r  n o r t h  of t h i s  b o u n d a r y ' w i l l  n o t  s u r v i v e  t h e  winter. 
Some waterways were s u c c e s s f u l l y  vegetated w i t h  t h i s  grass i n  t h e  la te  
sixties i n  t h e  Sou thern  C o a s t a l  P l a i n  Area. 

The g r a s e l a h e a k  t o  b e . w e l 1  a d a p a t e d  t o  most of t h e  wel l -dra ided s o i l s  
i n  t h e  t h r e e  MLRAs mentioned above. 
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S i t e  S e l e c t i o n :  
s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  and l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  Sou thern  C o a s t a l  P l a i n  o r  t h e  Southern 
Piedmont (136) MLRAs. 

S e l e c t  waterways c o n s t r u c t e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  SCS 

r) 

Establ ishment :  

- S o i l s  -- Brunswickgrass is a d a p t e d  t o  moderate ly  well- drained o r  
wel l- drained,  sandy and loamy s o i l s  of t h e  Sou thern  C o a s t a l  P l a i n  and 
t h e  Sou thern  Piedmont NLRAs. 

P l a n t i n g  Date -- P l a n t  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  from March 15, t o  J u l y  15.  
Late summer and f a l l  s e e d i n g s  are n o t  recommended. 

F e r t i l i z a t i o n  -- Apply l i m e  a t  t h e  rate  of 1 t o  2 tons  p e r  ac re .  
Apply e i t h e r  dOO pounds of 10-10-10, 1000 pounds o f  6-12-12, o r  1200 
pounds of 5-10-15 p e r  acre. Apply 150-200 pounds of  ammonium n i t r a t e ,  
o r  e q u i v a l e n t ,  per acre,  when g r a s s  i s  about  4 inches  high.  
f e r t i l i z e r  should  b e  a p p l i e d  p r i o r  t o  l and  p r e p a r a t i o n  SO chat l t  can b e  
thoroughly mixed into t h e  soil. 

Lime and 



Seedbed Prepara t ion  -- The s o i l  should be  t i l l e d ,  plowed o r  
harrowed t o  a minimum of 4 i nches ,  w e l l  pu lver lzed ,  and smoothed. 
with compacted subsur faces  should be r ipped  t o  a depth just below the  
I O I U ~ . I L I ~ ~ ~ L :  drea.  

S o i l s  

. i i p p i ~ l g  srioui;  be per ro rmcu  J L L U ~ ~  ine  s l o p e .  

Seedinr Rate -- 15 paunds pure  l i v e  seed (PLS) per  acre .  

Seeding Method -- For broadcas t  p l a n t i n g ,  u s e  a cul t ipacker- seeder ,  
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d r i l l ,  r o t a r y  seeder ,  o r  o t h e r  mechanical seeder .  
uniformly and cover  t o  a depth of 112 t o  314 inch. 
cu l t i packe r  o r  r o l l e r  a f t e r  p l an t ing .  

D i s t r ibu te  seed 
Firm seedbed with 

Mulchln -- Mulch seeded areas w i t h  d r y  straw o r  hay a t  t he  rate of 
2 t o  -Ts 2-1 2 tons  of  mulch p e r  acre and cover  about 75 percent  of t h e  s o i l  
surface.  
commercial mulch f a b r i c . o r  n e t t i n g  t o  s t a b i l i z e  vege ta t ive  mulch. 

Manaeement: 

On s t e e p e r  grades  and l a r g e r  dra inage  areas. consider  using a 

Ueed Cont ro l  -- Mow as o f t e n  as necessary  t o  c o n t r o l  g ra s s  and weed 
competit ion. 
during t h e  f i r s t  growing season. 

Mow waterway no c l o s e r  than  4 tnahes from t h e  ground 

F e r t i l i z a t i o n  -- Apply 500 pounds of  10-10-10 f e r t i l i z e r  and 100 
pounds of ammonium n i t r a t e ,  o r  e q u i v a l e n t ,  p e r  acre annually.  
ton  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  l i m e  every 4 t o  6 years .  

Reseeding - Because of concent ra ted  waterflow i n  grassed 
waterways, a n  adequate  s t and  is n o t  o f t en ' e s t ab l i shed  by t h e  i n i t i a l  
p lan t ing .  
u sua l ly  requi red  fo l lowing  t h e  i n i t i a l  p lan t ing .  

Apply 1 

Reseeding and minor reshaping  of small denuded areas l a  
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